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WHITFIELD

HALLAM GOODALL

SOLICITORS

We provide a comprehensive range of
legal services including:-

Buying and selling property
Leases

Matrimonial problems
Company and commercial work
Wills

Crime

Litigation

Probate

For professional and efficient help
when you need it contact us at:

23/25 Henrietta Street, Batley  Tel: 444555
27 Union Street, Dewsbury Tel: 455391
7 King Street, Mirfield Tel: 499251

BATLEY GILBERT & SULLIVAN SOCIETY
Affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic Association
Member of the Yorkshire Arts Association

presents

IOLANTHE
or
The Peer and The Peri
by William S. Gilbert & Arthur S. Sullivan

at

DEWSBURY ARTS CENTRE
6th to 11th April, 1992

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen and welcome to Dewsbury Arts Centre and
the Society’s 43rd annual production - “lolanthe”.

In choosing the show some months ago, we had little idea of how topical the
production would be. | hope that after the many weeks of party political broadcasts,
the evening will relieve the strains of high pressure electioneering.

We have been delighted to work once again with our Producer, David Fletcher, and
thank him, our Musical Director, David Wilkinson and our indefatigable accompanist,
Alan Rothwell, for the work they have put into this show.

It is a wonderful comment on the abilities of two Victorian gentlemen - Gilbert &
Sullivan - that their works continue to give so much pleasure and entertainment to
SO many.

We have been pleased to welcome many new members to our ranks over the past
couple of years and are always happy for people to join us at our rehearsals in St.
Andrews Parochial Hall in Batley every Wednesday evening.

In closing, may | thank all the people in front of, behind and on the stage, for all
their hard work and you, our audience, for your support.

So, off we go to fairyland. . . ..
C. ROBERT THURMAN -President

OFFICIALS OF THE SOCIETY
President: C. Robert Thurman
Vice Presidents: Alison Sowerby, Barry Pearson
Secretary: Carol Parkinson
Treasurer: Leslie Stead
Publicity Officer: Stephanie Roe
Executive Committee: Sally Roberts, Chris Sowerby,
Debbie Stringer, lan Townend, John Trout.



CARLYLE STATIONERY & SWEETS

SPECIALISTS IN

PERSONALISED |
WEDDING STATIONERY

20 Wedding Albums to choose from
* K Kk K
Large Selection of
Wedding Cake Tops - Decorations - Cake Boards

GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

* * Kk K

CHOCOLATES AND SWEETS by
Lindt, Cadburys, Rowntree and Terry's

TITHE BARN STREET, DEWSBURY
(back of Tops Plaza Precinct)
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JOSEPHINE & RICHARD
CROWTHER
K invite you to browse a while at

SPECTROO

Whether you want a greeting card or a Caithness paperweight, you will receive personal
attention with old fashioned courtesy.

We specialise in modern glass (Dartington, Caithness etc.)
and Porcelain giftware.

But we also have many ‘fun’ items and an excellent range of prints, framed pictures &
fashion jewellery.

We offer comprehensive PICTURE FRAMING and personal GLASS ENGRAVING
services.

Art and Craft Resources by
WINDSOR, NEWTON & REEVES ETC.

6 - 8 UNION STREET, DEWSBURY. TEL. 467169

Access, Visa with pleasure

COSTUME SPONSORS

Heath Cottage Hotel & Restaurant,

Earl of Mountararat

Queen of the Fairies

Lord Chancellor

Phyllis

Strephon

lolanthe

Fairies

Wakefield Road,
Dewsbury WF12 8ET.
Tel: (0924) 465399

David Lloyd F. Inst., L.Ex.,
Licensed Conveyancer,
5a Knowl Road,

Mirfield WF14 8DG.

Tel: (0924) 495276

Robin Hood Watersports,
152 Leeds Road,
Heckmondwike WF16 9BJ.
Tel: (0924) 443843

The Imperial Players

Whitfield Hallam Goodall,
Solicitors,

7 King Street,

Mirfield.

Tel: (0924) 499251

Swinton Insurance,

6 Great Marlborough Street,
Manchester M1 5SW.

Tel: 061-236-1222

Members of the Ladies Chorus.

“A Night of Delight”
Featuring: Guest Singers - MARYETTA AND VERNON MIDGLEY
Stars of “FRIDAY NIGHT IS MUSIC NIGHT”
and Pianist - KEITH SWALLOW

Saturday, 16th May

Central Methodist & United Reformed Church, Batley

7.15 p.m.

Doors Open at 6.30 p.m. with Michael Clare at the Hammond Organ

Tickets available from:

Howden’s Newsagents, Branch Road, Batley.
Auty’s Music Shop, The Arcade, Dewsbury.

or: Telephone 400270

SPONSORED BY SKOPOS



FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday, 4th October, 1992 - EVENING CONCERT featuring Songs from the Shows
Batley Town Hall.

- “TRIAL BY JURY"” and “HMS PINAFORE"
DEWSBURY ARTS CENTRE

26th April - 1st May 1993

CARE TO JOIN US ?

Contact: Carol Parkinson, 10 Nook Green, Thornhill, Dewsbury
Telephone: (0924) 456780

Rehearsals each Wednesday at St. Andrew’s Church Hall, Purwell, Batley

BUCK & HICKMAN

BUCK & HICKMAN LIMITED, Unit 6, Maybrook Industrial Park, Armley Road, Leeds LS12 2EL
Telephone 0532 460911 Telex 557360 (Robuck G) Telefax 0532 446888
Britains leading distributors of engineering tools
and equipment are pleased to support

BATLEY
GILBERT & SULLIVAN
SOCIETY

IOLANTHE
or
The Peer and the Peri

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Keith Horner
Robert Thurman
Jim Cooper

David Atkinson
Malcolm Parkinson
Pamela Brooke
Stephanie Roe

THE LORD CHANCELLOR

EARL OF MOUNTARARAT

EARL TOLLOLLER

PRIVATE WILLIS (of the Grenadier Guards)
STREPHON (an Arcadian Shepherd)
QUEEN OF THE FAIRIES

IOLANTHE (a Fairy, Strephon’s Mother)

CELIA) Alison Sowerby
LEILA ) Fairies Tracey Spencer
FLETA) Verity Bird

Carol Parkinson
Claire Brooke
Paul Stringer

PHYLLIS (an Arcadian Shepherdess and Ward in Chancery)
Lord Chancellor's Attendants

Chorus of Dukes, Marquises, Earls, Viscounts, Barons and Fairies:

Sunflower Marie Bullock
Dragonfly Judith Gill
Petunia Louise Halliwell
Cyclamen Margaret Lister
Forget-Me-Not Sue Ralph
Marigold Sally Roberts
Ladybird Rachel Roe
Fuschia Debbie Stringer
Lilac Kathryn Thurman
Nasturtium Dorothy Whitworth
Viscount Mentone - Neil Bird

lan Castle
Jeremy Haigh
Graham Harris
David Hirst
Vernon Newman
Barry Pearson
Stephen Roe
Chris Sowerby
lan Stringer

lan Townend

Viscount Blushington
Duke of Rederring

Duke of Dunstable

Baron Reginald Bunthorne
Marquis of Beaufort

Earl Pointdextre

Earl Dramaleigh

Baron Despard Murgatroyd
Viscount Grosvenor

Earl Cholmondeley

ACT I: An Arcadian Landscape
ACT Il: Palace of Westminster

* * * *
NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY DURING THE PERFORMANCE
* * * *

WINE BAR: open before, during the interval and after each performance
THIS FACILITY IS NOT AVAILABLE TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE

NOTICE
“In accordance with the requirements of Kirklees Metropolitan Council:
(a) The public may leave at the end of the performance by all exits and entrances and the door of such exits and entrances shall at that time
be open.
(b) All gangways, passages and staircases shall be kept entirely free from chairs or any other obstructions.”



IOLANTHE The Story

Act One

The curtain rises on an Arcadian landscape where a chorus of fairies tell of
their sorrow that lolanthe, one of their number, has been banished by the
Fairy Queen for over twenty-five years. She was sentenced to this terrible
exile for marrying a mortal. By fairy law a fairy who marries a mortal should
die but, because of her great love for lolanthe, the Fairy Queen
commuted her sentence to penal servitude on the condition that she left
her husband and vowed never to speak to him again. The fairies persuade
the Queen to summon lolanthe and forgive her. She has been working off
her sentence at the bottom of a stream so as to be near her son
Strephon, an Arcadian shepherd who loves Phyllis a Ward in Chancery.
Strephon now enters and tells his mother that he plans to marry Phyllis
right away even without the Lord Chancellor’s consent. lolanthe points out
that the penalty for marrying a Ward of Court without the Lord Chancellor’s
consent is penal servitude for life. This poses something of a problem as
Strephon is only a fairy down to the waist - his legs are mortal. The Fairy
Queen is intrigued by Strephon’s unusual case and promises him her
special protection. As she has a borough or two at her disposal she decides
that he shall gointo Parliament as a Liberal-Conservative! The fairies go off
leaving Phyllis and Strephon alone to declare their love for each other.
When they in turn leave, the House of Peers, en masse, march in. The Lord
Chancellor has assembled them so that Phyllis may give her hand in
marriage to whichever of them she may think proper to select. The
Chancellor himself has “the misfortune to be singularly attracted” to
Phyllis but the legal complexities involved in his marrying one of his own
wards are so great that he has decided to waive his claim. Phyllis appears
and tells the Peers that her heart is already given to Strephon. The
noblemen angrily depart leaving the Lord Chancellor alone with Strephon.
He tells Strephon that he still withholds his consent to the marriage and in
despair the broken-hearted shepherd turns to his mother for help. While
they are talking, Phyllis returns with the Peers. Phyllis naturally assumes that
Strephon is being unfaithful and decides to marry either Lord Tolloller or
Lord Mountararat — she doesn’t care which ! Strephon calls on the Fairy
Queen to help and she soon appears along with the rest of the fairies.
Much to the consternation of the peers she declares that she will send
Strephon into Parliament where he will pass every bill he wishes.

Act Two

Act Two is set in the Palace of Westminster, at night. Private Willis of the
Grenadier Guards is on sentry duty. He is ruminating on the political
scene.

The peers are growing increasingly angry at Strephon’s parliamentary
success for being a parliamentary Pickford — he carries everything. The
fairies admit that this is part of their system which is designed to shorten
the debates. The peers leave angrily, much to the regret of the fairies who
are becoming increasingly interested in them. The Fairy Queen severely
rebukes them for their weakness.

Phyllis’ two suitors the Lords Mountararat and Tolloller argue at great
length over which one of them shall marry her. She stops their threatened
duel by pointing out to them that “it’s really not worthwhile”. The lords
agree that the ““Sacred ties of friendship are paramount”. The Lord
Chancellor is finding that his unrequited love for Phyllis is becoming
increasingly disturbing to him. Mountararat and Tolloller urge him to
reconsider his decision and marry her.

Strephon at lasts gets a chance to explain the misunderstanding to Phyllis
and they agree to marry as soon as possible. They ask lolanthe to plead
with the Lord Chancellor on their behalf. She is forced to reveal the identity
of her husband to the young couple. He is the Lord Chancellor himself and
as he believes her to be dead lolanthe is bound under penalty of death not
to undeceive him. The Lord Chancellor comes in. He has decided, after a
severe struggle to marry Phyllis himself. lolanthe covers her face with her
veil and puts her son’s case to him. He refuses to relentand so lolanthe lifts
her veil and confronts her husband. The Fairy Queen has no alternative but
to condemn lolanthe to death for once again breaking her vows. The fairies
stop her as they have themselves all become married to the peers. She
realises that she cannot slaughter the whole company and yet the law
clearly states that every fairy shall die who marries a mortal. The Lord
Chancellor's legal brain quickly sees a solution to the problem. He
suggests that the law should be changed so that “every fairy shall die who
don’t marry a mortal”. The Fairy Queen now has to marry to save her life
and she proposes to Private Willis. He cheerfully accepts and they all fly
away to fairyland.



TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

AND I NDUSTRY

Are you:
16-18 years old or unemployed
Looking for a career with
TRAINING AND
QUALIFICATIONS

Then we can help you

There are vacancies in
the following areas:
Clerical/Secretarial
Retail/Warehousing

Manufacturing

Please ring for appointment:

Tel. Dewsbury 457681 or call in to
THE TRAINING CENTRE
44-46 BRADFORD ROAD

DEWSBURY
(opposite Safeways)

HISTORICAL NOTES

IOLANTHE was first performed at the Savoy Theatre, London on 25th November, 1882.
It was the first Gilbert and Sullivan Opera to have its premiere at that theatre and is
therefore, strictly speaking, the first of the “Savoy Operas”. During the initial run of
“lolanthe” Richard D'Oyly Carte made the innovation of introducing for the first time in
Britain the French system of queuing for people waiting outside the theatre for unreserved
seats. The Savoy was also the first theatre in Britain to be lit by electricity.

“lolanthe” ran initially at the Savoy for 398 peformances. Right up until the final run-
through on the eve of the opening night, both the opera and the character now known as
‘lolanthe’ were called ‘Perola’. This was an attempt to prevent pirated performances of the
opera taking place such as had happened with some of the Gilbert and Sullivan’s
earlier works.

‘lolanthe’ was not the only one to have a name change. Gilbert had originally intended
calling his principal fairies “'Lola, Astarte and Lettie” - now better known as “Leila, Celia and
Fleta”. Similarly, the Queen should have been named “Varine” and Strephon was to have
been called “Corydon”.

Several songs have been cut from the original copy of the libretto sent to the Lord
Chancellor for licensing. No less than five soli for Leila, Phyllis, Earl of Mountararat,
Strephon and Perola, were cut as well as couplets and a trio from Phyllis, Earl of Tolloller and
Earl of Mountararat, not to mention considerable alteration or reduction to the original
text.

There are also one or two inaccuracies or variations from the truth in “lolanthe”. Take for
example the “cherished rights . . . .. on Friday nights™ as referred to by the Fairy Queen.
When Gilbert originally wrote these lines, the cherished rights were enjoyed on
Wednesday, not Friday. Between 1852 and 1902 that was the so-called short sitting day
in Parliament, when the Commons sat from 12 noon to 6 p.m. instead of its usual time of
from 3 p.m. until late in the evening. The Lords very seldom sat at all on Wednesdays
during this period, and if they did it was only for judicial business.

A more serious inaccuracy in the setting of Act Il of “lolanthe” was overlooked by many
reviewers. The Houses of Parliament are not guarded by soldiers, but rather by policemen.
Private Willis does however make a more colourful figure for the setting.



The Flower Shop

(Janet Chadwick A.S.F.)

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Fresh & Silk Flowers

21, Branch Road, Batley,
Tel: Batley 472317.

MEMBERS OF INTERFLORA

33 Wellington Street
Batley
Phone 443285
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FIMO RAFT
Modelling Material COLOURS

Batley Carnegie Library, The Market Place.

Limited Edition of 850 prints signed and numbered by OSMirOid
the Artist. . e
Print size 16" x 12" approx. (allwmphy
Mounted and framed £19.50 qpens Merbers
arismacolour Pencils Pens Sets Books
PICTURE FRAMING OPENING HOURS
GREETINGS CARDS oo o Fidey -8.30 o5
n ¢ lul - 8. a.m. - 9. p.m.
FINE ART  PRINTS =N o Saturday - 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. =
PASSPORT PHOTO - WHILE YouU WAIT

DEVELOPING &  PRINTING - 24 HOUR  SERVICE

FRIENDS OF THE SOCIETY

Mr. J.B. Ackroyd

Mrs. B.M. Cawthorne

Mr. & Mrs. P. Hemingway
Mr. & Mrs. G. Kitson

Mr. J.D. Magrath

Mrs. |. Norton

Mr. & Mrs. K. Sowerby
Ms. J.L. Stead

Mr. & Mrs. L. Stead
Mr. & Mrs. G.D. Taylor
Mrs. J. Wilkinson

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Mrs. M. Newall

Mr. B. Pearson **
Mrs. |. Richardson **
Mr. J. Whitehead **

Mrs. D. Farquharson
Mr. J. Farquharson
Mr. N.A. Haigh **
Mrs. M. Harrap

** Holders of N.O.D.A. Long Service Medals
AUDITIONS PANEL
Mr. Steven Mellor

Mrs. Aileen Middleton
Mr. Ken Rothery

Producer: Mr. David Fletcher
Musical Director: Mr. David Wilkinson

Programme Printed by:

'CORYPH
Design & Print

71 Commercial Road
Kirkstall Leeds LS5 3AT

Fax:0532/304611 Tel:0532/7800616




DAVID CARLTON FUNHOUSE & G.WiIZZ PROMOTIONS ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

DAVID CARLTON

PRODUCER: - David Fletcher

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: . David Wilkinson

as Nurse Tickle in the A ACCOMPANIST: - Alan Rothwell
ECT CUL R CHOREOGRAPHER: . Jacky Fletcher

SP A ) Wi , SET DESIGN & SCENIC ARTIST: . Verity Bird
& SET CONSTRUCTION: : Neil Bird, Andrew James,

FAMILY PANTOMIME /

Keith Horner, Malcolm Parkinson,
Stephen Roe, Debbie Stringer,
John Trout, Sue Ralph,

David Hirst, lan Castle

LIGHTING: - John Trout

< : STAGE MANAGER: - Tom Lynch

e HOUSE MANAGER/FIRE & SAFETY: - Jim Tootill

i PROMPTER: . Allen Haigh

» GRAHA WARDROBE: - Stephanie Roe
BAHBAGLOUG“ MAKE-UP: - Linda Atkinson, Allen Haigh &

as The Sheriff of

Nottingham Stephanie Roe

COSTUMES: - Northern Costume Hire, Rene Kitson

&

Ladies of the Society

CATERING MANAGERS: .- Ernest Bullock, Mary Newall,

Joan Stead & Colin Whitworth

BOX OFFICE: - Sue Harris

BOOKING MANAGER: - Chris Sowerby

SNEE HOUSE ORGANISER: - Alison Sowerby

With Junior Juggler as Maid Mariom WINE BAR ORGANISER: - Chris Sowerby
PROGRAMME & PUBLICITY: - Stephanie Roe

Martin Johnstone

Introducing Matthew and
Sarah Preston as The Babes

; A,
See the Haunted Abbey z
L] Y

Special thanks to all our House and Bar staff for their hard work this week.

THANKS TO:
Our advertisers and sponsors who have kindly supported us. Please support them.
St. John’s Ambulance

and Enchanted Wood

VEDNESDAY 18, THURSDAY 19, FRIDAY 20, Mr. John Trout of Chapel Auto Factors for scenery building and storage.
BAI I SATORDAY 21, MONDAY 23, TUESDAY 24 & Mr. Gary Clayton of Coryph Design & Print for printing of programmes.
VEDNESDAY 25 HOVEMBER 1992 at 7.15pm Ms. Jan Stead for sketches and artwork.
TOWN HALL MATINEES SAT.21 & SUN.22 NOVEMBER at 2.15pm
Tickets £3.00 (OAPs and Children £2.50) We apologise for missing out any names not available at time of going to press.

Bookings: Telephone Batley 475406,
marnings and evenings
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Chapel Auilo Faclors

SUPPLIERS OF MOTOR VEHICLE BODY PANELS AND PAINT

Tel. 0924 460461 Tel. 0302 328822
(Dewsbury) (Doncaster)



