Synopsis

Hidden in a cove uvurluuki.ng the sea, a band of pirales sing a Jrinl:ing
song Lo mark the completion of twenty one year old Frederc's
apprenticeship. Welcomed now as a full member of the band, Frederic
informs the Pirate King that though he loves them all individually, as a
group he abhors their deeds. 'nlmugh an error, made by his mely luvul,
but ageing nurse Ruth, he was appmnlicexl Lo a pirate instead of to a pilot
and he announces his intention to leave the band and devote his time to
their extermination. Fn:c‘cric, who has been cun'tanlly at sea since the
age u[ seven l'ms mlly seen one woman, Rull\, wllum ln.- l:rlil:vc! is a
beautiful creature. L.mghing as they l‘lcparl, the Pirales assure Frederic
that he and Ruth will be an excellent match. About to pledge his troth,
Frederic is i.nlcrruplml Ly the voices of young gir]:. On  doser
investigation, he sees that Ruth has played upon his innocence. Quickly
lnnialling Ruth, he hides o observe the group of l\.nlly fittle Jasses
tripping gaily into the cove. Overwhelmed by their beauty, Frederic
reveals himsell as a Pirate. In piumlu terror, the girls, (aﬂ sisters),
reluctantly reject his advances. He is almost desperate, when suddenly
the scene is internupted by Mabel who immediately accepts his proposal
and they fall instantly in love. Frederic suddenly remembers that the
Pirates are lurking in the area and the girls prepare to leave. Too late, the
Pirate King and his band, descend upon the cove, [ully inh:mling o carry
off these maidens and wed them afl. Enter the girls father, who happens to
be a Major-General. Appalled at the prospect of loosing his remarkably
large fa.mily, he quicUy invenls a lall story. Having plwiuunly heard that
the Pirates make a point of never attacking an orphan, he declares
himself to be one. 'The Pirates respect his claim and prepare to take their
leave. Frederic [ully intending to stay with Mabd, is once more
confronted l)y Rulh, who in a final atltempt to win his l-marl, throws
hersell at his feet. Tired of her attentions, he dismisses her with the help
of his former comrades. The Act closes with the the Major-General and
his family being made honorary members of the Pirate band.

Act 1l opens in a ruined Chapel on the cliffs above the cove. The
Major-General, sur led by his daughters for comfort, hides among
the tombs of his ancestors. Fearing that the Pirates will discover his
ruse, he humbles himaell before his ancestors in the Chapel. The gallant
Frederic has engaged the services of the local constabulary to hunt down
the Pirates. Led l’y their Sergeant, the Police make their appearance
announcing the pl:m: to protect the (nml.ly When next alone, Frederic

is aurprisnl by the appearance of the Pirate King and Ruth who have
discovered a pamdux. Frederic, it appears, was nppnmliu:(l until his 21st
bird\([ay, and as he was born in lcap year that In'rflzday woould not be
reached by him 6if] 1940 :\ppuali.ng 1o his sense of July he, n:ludnnlly re
yoins the lnm], managing to cxplni.n the situation to Mabel hefore he
leaves. The Pirates attack and the Police who are hiding in wailing are
quicHy defeated. FFearing l‘n:y are doomed the )“hiur-Ucnuml and the
gufln are saved l:y the intervention of Ruth. She t:xp].ﬂn: that the Pirates
are mnuy Peers, noblemen who have gone wrong. This iuslanl]y alters
the situation and everyone forgives everyone else. Pirate-noblemen and
Jauglu(uns are united with the full lalc;s'mg of the Maiur—(jcm:ml in a

somewhal contrived finale.
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Musical Numbers

Overture
Act 1

Chorus Of Pirates & Solo

Song

Song

Recit & Duet
Chorus of gir]s
Recitative
Aria

Air

Soli

Duet

Solo & Chorus
Recitative
Song

Finale

Act 11
Introduction & Solo
Recitative

Chorus & Soli
Recitative & Trio
Trio

Trio

Recitative & Duet
Duet

Recitative

Song

Chorus

Chorus

Chorus

Song & Finale

"Pour, oh pour the pirate sherry"
"When Fred'ric was a little lad"
"Oh, better far to live and die"
"Oh! false one, you have deceived me"
"Climbing over rocliy mountain"
"Stop, ladies, pray!"

"Oh is there not one maiden breast"
"Poor wand'ring one"

"What ougl'l{ we to do"

"How Leautifully blue the sky"
"stay, we must not lose our senses”
"Holcl, monsters"

"l am the very model"

"Oh! Men of dark and dismal fate"

"Oh dry the glist'ning tear"

"Now Frederic, let your escort"
"When the foeman bears his steel"
"Now for the pirate’s lair"

"When you had left our pirate fold"
"Away, away, my heart’s on fire"
"All is ‘prepared"

"Stay, Frederic stay"

"No, I'll be brave"

"When a felon’s not engage(l"

"A rollicking band of pirates, we"
"With cat-like tread"

"Hush, hush, not a word"
"Sighing softly to the river"
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The public may leave at the end of the performance by all exits and entrances, and the

door of such exits and entrances shall at all times be open.

All gangwaye. passages and staircases shall be kept antirely free from chairs and any

other obstructions.




